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UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS 

291. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

Will the Premier please advise the House of the latest unemployment figures released by the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics today? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 

We in Western Australia and in Australia live in challenging times.  Only this morning the Prime Minister 
conceded that national growth may slow down, mainly as a result of the horrific drought in the eastern States and 
the fragile international environment.  Over here in Western Australia we take a positive view.  We always take 
the view that, if there is an opportunity available to our people, we will take it up; we are always looking for new 
opportunities for growth and development.  Today we see some more positive news for Western Australia.  The 
unemployment rate in Western Australia came in at six per cent in October 2002, down from 6.2 per cent in 
September.  Over the three months to October, the unemployment rate averaged 6.3 per cent, unchanged from 
the September quarter.  In the past three months to October, employment in Western Australia increased by 0.6 
per cent, or 5 600 people. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Yes, it has decreased slightly in the past month. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Just a little detail. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It is not “a little detail” I have missed on purpose.  I am happy to admit it.  It is in the figures.  
Why would I not want to reveal the figures, my friend? 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  When the Leader of the Opposition wakes up every morning, he says, “Has my dream been 
fulfilled?  Are there bad figures in the paper about the economy?  Do we have some sort of natural disaster in 
Western Australia?”  He wakes up every morning willing doom and gloom on the State of Western Australia.  I 
wake up every morning willing change and improvement in Western Australia, and I know all my colleagues 
opposite do exactly the same thing. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I also think when I wake up every morning, “Thank goodness we have a Labor Government 
and we are not logging old-growth forests.”  For as long this Labor Government is in power, we will not do that. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order!  The noise has reached a level at which I cannot hear what is being said. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Western Australian youth unemployment rate in October was 15.4 per cent. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  That is the lowest rate of the States.  The survey of business expectations released in 
September shows that expectations for both profit and capital expenditure levels were up.  We have great faith in 
the future of Western Australia.  We believe that there is enormous creativity among our people.  What is more, 
we have faith in our young people. 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Alfred Cove! 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Nedlands! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We believe in the exuberance and passion of youth.  Only this week we saw in this 
Parliament a complete misunderstanding of young people by members opposite.  It seems that they resent - 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 
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Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member for Nedlands is a classic example.  She resents the exuberance and passion of 
youth.  She has no understanding of young people. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Nedlands! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Government believes in young people. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Did you say that Western Australia’s unemployment rate was the lowest in Australia? 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order for the first time the member for Nedlands and the Leader of the Opposition. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I said that the youth unemployment rate in October was 15.4 per cent, the lowest of all the 
States. 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  I wouldn’t rely on that figure if I were you - 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We cannot rely on the figures!  We cannot rely on the statistics!  The member for Wanneroo 
- 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Kingsley. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I was referring to another Wanneroo on that occasion!  The member for Kingsley is a doom 
and gloom merchant.  She said that unemployment would increase.  Since she made that claim, unemployment 
has decreased in Western Australia from 6.6 per cent to six per cent.  Of course, there is the master of misery 
himself, the Leader of the Opposition - 

Point of Order 
Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  The Premier is not sticking to the question.  He is taking too long to provide a proper 
answer. 
The SPEAKER:  I think the Premier is answering the question.  There is no point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The description of members opposite as doom and gloom merchants was well illustrated by 
the Leader of the Opposition when he said that economic growth last year would be just two per cent.  However, 
it came in at 6.6 per cent because the Government of Western Australia is out and about promoting the State.  
More importantly, our people are being creative to increase job opportunities. 
 


